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Cyprus introduced the ‘°’Golden Knowledge Programme”’’
to attract tech talent

The Cyprus government has approved in November 2023 the Golden Knowledge
Programme easing the rules for granting Cypriot citizenship to foreign nationals
working in the ‘research and innovation’ sector.

The aim of this programme is to encourage the retention of skilled workers and
stimulate economic growth in Cyprus through a fast-track citizenship application
of researchers and tech innovators.

The programme has nothing to do with investing to obtain a Cyprus citizenship,
but it is clearly depended to the applicant’s education and knowledge.

According to the programme a third-country national has the right to apply for
an expedited — fast-track citizenship provided that he covers the following:

e Works in the ‘research and innovation’ sector of Cyprus

e Greek language competency

e Financial self-sufficiency

e A clean criminal record

e Good character and good knowledge of the sociopolitical system

e Some periods of prior residency

Citizenship eligibility also extends to the applicants’ family members. The
inclusion of provisions allowing for the eligibility of family members for
citizenship reflects Cyprus’s recognition of the importance of family unity and
cohesion.

The streamlined processing of these citizenship requests ensures completion for
a period of eight months, and it is to the discretion of the Minister for approval.

The aim, among other things, is to attract highly skilled workers and their
families to live and work in Cyprus. This ‘golden knowledge programme’
represents a shift towards valuing talent and expertise, aiming to drive economic
growth and innovation on the island.

For more information you may contact us via email: info@tls.com.cy
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